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him," is the unanimous testimony of his classmates; but they all describe him consistently in terms that show he was a spirited youth, who led a self-absorbed life, frequently of high intensity, but was easily diverted into the commonplace pleasures of a fashionable set, and probably entered on them with the more recklessness because of his habitual reserve. While Poe was still at the University, however, Mr. Allan thought it best to inquire into the state of his affairs personally, and went up to Charlottesville, where he paid all of his debts that he thought just; but, not being a father to take his boy's luck without wincing, he refused to honor losses at play, which amounted to about twenty-five hundred dollars.1 At the close of the session, December 15, 1826, Poe came home with the highest honors in Latin and ITrench; but this did not mollify his guardian, who, instead of allowing him to return, placed him in his own counting-room. 3?rom this confinement Poe soon broke, and went out to seek his fortune in the world.
1 Edgar Allan Poe.   A letter by Colonel Thomas H. Ellis to the editor of the Richmond Standard, April 22, 1881,s private life, he fbuntl leisure to cultivate his own genius, and would gaUier his friends about him to listen to some ex-taivagimza of his invention, read in declamatory femes, or to some poem he had made during his long ary rambles in. the Ragged Mountains.   He had up confidential friends.    " No one knewnions," New Orleans Times-Democrat, May 18, 1884.thick walla, «lwphority whatever to sxipport it.
